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RANGER NEWS 

The CBS Animal Rescue Program 
featured the 15 Hands Rescue Sanctuary 
on Sunday, February 11.  It was fantastic 
to see the good work being done by the 
Hogan Family Foundation recognized on 
this program.   
 
Buttercup was one of the horses shown 
and she looked pretty cute.  Exposure like 
this often brings about unexpected  
surprises.  We hope that it will encourage 
others to volunteer, donate, and support 
our program, or begin one of their own. 

15 HANDS RESCUE SANCTUARY FEATURED  
ON CBS ANIMAL RESCUE 

There are currently 12 Rangers actively partici-
pating in the riding program.  The Rangers 
continue to ride twice a week.  Now that the  
holidays have passed we’re getting back to a 
more normal routine.  Show season is coming 
up and we look forward to participating in 
some of the local shows this year.  Ruby and 
Vicky will be making their debut in walk-trot 
this year, graduating from lead line.  Both have 
made strides in overcoming their fears.  Martin 
has mastered his diagonals and leads!  Nancy 
has learned to keep her elbows in.  Seven year 
old Lucy had a “proudest moment” when she 
won against the big kids in a cantering race while riding bareback. 
 
Flash cards were created for the Rangers to assist in learning horse terminology.  
Every type of bit in the barn was photographed.  The name of the bit was labeled 
on the back and each card was laminated.  The Rangers are using the cards for  
competitions, such as, the first Ranger to correctly name the photo gets first choice 
for the horse they want to ride.  More flashcards are being created.  Future cards 
will be used to learn coat colors, markings, parts of the horse, and saddle parts. 

Ruby on Ginger 

Ed Hogan  discusses his plans for  
15 Hands Rescue Sanctuary 
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POLICE HORSE PROS & RANGERS CLINIC  

 Jim Barrett and Wendell Hildebrandt of the Police 
Horse Pros in Ojai, held a ½ day sensory clinic with 
the Rangers, age 12 and over, at Rancho St. Francis.  
The clinic began with the children learning ground-
work and different exercises to supple and relax their 
horses.  Once the children gained the respect of the 
horses, they were able to have the horses follow 
them, without leads, while weaving through cones.  

The children were surprised that the horses were so 
connected to them and would follow so readily.  The 
Rangers then went back to the barn and saddled up 
for the second half of the clinic.  Jim and Wendell 
worked on different turns with differing hand and leg 
positions. The kids also learned to pay attention to 
when each hoof was hitting the ground and to feel if 
their horse stops square.  This was something new 
that we had not focused on before.  Both clinicians 
commented on the good work that kids have done 

and how well they all sit and ride.  After the clinic, 
everyone enjoyed a wonderful carne asada barbeque 
prepared by  
Miguel and his 
wife, Lucy.  The  
children who 
participated 
were awarded  
certificates and 
special Police 
Horse Pros  
t-shirts.  A good 
time was had by 
all and we truly 
appreciate Jim 
and Wendell for 
their expertise, 
and for the special opportunity and chance to expand 
our knowledge. 

Alii spooking at ball 

Prize and Mimic in the trash pit 

Laquinta investigating ball 
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We have some new volunteers to acknowledge this season. We welcome: 
 
 � Melissa Babcock    � Walt Caldwell   � Conilee Kirkpatrick 
  

   � Sharlene Caldwell   � Senia Carmona 
      

 

VOLUNTEER NEWS 

Those of us working at Rancho St Francis would like to honor volunteer, 
Yvonne Huizer.  Yvonne, a 16 year old student at Newbury Park High School, 
initially came to earn community service hours for school but has continued to 
volunteer countless hours long after fulfilling her school requirement.  Yvonne 
has hand-walked horses when it’s raining, she comes two or three times a week 
to assist with lessons for the children from Casa Pacifica and has even ridden 
in the rain just to help us get everything done.  What a treasure!  Yvonne has 
informed us that she will be moving back to Holland this summer when school 
is out, and we will miss her dearly.  In a year’s time, Yvonne has served over 
100 hours and has just earned her Presidential Service Award.   
 

Congratulations Yvonne! 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO YVONNE HUIZER 

� Dave Gilmer  
� Senia Carmona 
� Deborah Dimich 
� Diane Dunford  
� Yvonne Huizer 

� Martin Arreola 
� Melissa Babcock  
� Carlos Batres 
� Sebastian Bosso 
� Sharlene Caldwell 
�    Walt Caldwell 

� Kylie Joseph 
� Matt Joseph 
� Tahlia Joseph 
� Conilee Kirkpatrick 
� Agustin Malagon 

� Mari Malagon 
� Jenna Molyneux 
� Eva Nordin 
� Mary Tesoro 
� Manny Villagomez 
� Barbara West  

Carlos Batres 

Melissa Babcock 

Conilee Kirkpatrick 
Sharlene Caldwell 

In addition to the new volunteers, we thank those that have served so generously this winter. In December, 176 
hours were served.  There were 172 service hours in January.  We had a record number of 225 hours served 
in February!  Thank you all!  Below are the volunteers that have given their time to us this winter. 
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  DONATIONS                                 ADOPTIONS 
Many thanks go to the following people for  
their donations: 
  
• Maggie Urpin  of Horse-n-Around in Thousand 
      Oaks, donated proceeds from an animal  
      communications seminar. 
 

• Jim Barrett of the Police Horse Pros donated his 
      time and equipment to conduct a sensory clinic 
      for the Rangers at Rancho St. Francis in January. 
 

• West Coast Equine sent a very appreciated  
       monetary donation. 
 
 Thank you for supporting our program. Without 
your continued support, we wouldn’t be able to 
serve as many children and  horses. 

Nabyteka has been adopted by the Alcantar Family.  
The adoptive family is looking forward to using her 
as a riding horse, and having her join the other 
horses at their ranch. We wish them the best and 
look forward to getting updates on Nabyteka from 
the Alcantar’s. 

Our fourth session with Casa 
Pacifica began in January.  
Over 70 children have partici-
pated in our Introduction to 
Horsemanship program.   
 
Many of the children have  
enjoyed the program so much 
that they have re-enrolled for 
another session.  We are very 
pleased that they are enjoying 
their experience at the Ranch.  
It is especially rewarding to 
see how much progress they 
have made. The children who 

return for a second session can groom and tack their 
horses quite independently.   
 
The more experienced children from Casa Pacifica 
can now participate in fun horseback games for their 
graduation, such as egg and spoon, and walking or 
trotting races.  Several 
have also ridden in a 
hunter seat saddle and 
bareback.   
 
Their joy is infectious 
and it is a pleasure to be 
their host at the Ranch 
each week. 

CASA PACIFICA  

Our staff have been preparing for lots of changes.  This summer, Meaghan will be on maternity leave.  Her 
assistant, Courtney, will be getting married in June and taking a well deserved vacation and honeymoon.  For 
a week or two the older Rangers will have a chance to step into an instructor role and help the younger Rang-
ers in their lessons as well as help in exercising horses on the ranch. 
 
German has returned from Mexico with a renewed Visa in hand!  We’re very excited to have him back on 
board and have our staffing level back to normal. 
 
 In addition to German, the ranch is happy to welcome Brian Hogan.  He has been very helpful to both Miguel 
and Meaghan, filling in wherever and whenever needed.  He has been instrumental in getting satellite service 
to the ranch and updating the computer system.  Brian is also able to do many mechanical jobs such as servic-
ing the generators and the hot walker.  We appreciate his assistance and know-how. 

STAFF UPDATE  

Caring for the  
horse’s  hoof 

Manny leading student  
on Angelica 
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 Vaya con Dios! ( Go with God!) 

HERD NEWS 
The horses are looking great and have begun to 
shed their winter coats.  With the grooming contests 
we’ve begun with the Rangers, their coats should be 
glistening just in time for the upcoming spring 
shows. 
 
Dr. Sullivan, of West Coast Equine, reports that  
Kalila’s ethmoid hematoma is almost gone.  We’re 
looking forward to the end of Kalila’s monthly 
treatments and a clean bill of health for her. 
 
Bill Boer, our farrier, has managed to keep every-
one sound and comfortable.  With our geriatric 
population, this is quite a feat. In addition to having 
older horses, most of the horses donated have health 
problems, often related to their feet.  The average 
age of the horses used in our lessons is 21!  We are 

proud to know that we’re able to keep these mature 
horses happy and healthy and in a light work  
program even with their “issues.” 
 
This season has passed by quickly with no  
accidents or injuries, to either horses or people.   
We look forward to spring, with more daylight, 
shiny coats, and beautiful weather. 


